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AN ACT to amend the public service law, in relation to the commercial and residential 
installation of Digital Utility Meters and associated infrastructure by electric, gas and 
water utility service providers in New York State. 
 
 
Definitions: 
 
ANALOG UTILITY METER: 
A purely electro-mechanical utility meter that contains lightning arrestors and no 
electronic or digital components, no switch mode power supply, no transmitter, and 
batteries or antenna.  
 
RF/MW: 
Radiofrequency radiation in the microwave range. 
 
 
DIGITAL UTILITY METER: 
A utility meter that contains digital and/or electronic components and/or any electric or 
battery-operated utility meter that is capable of the following: measuring, recording and 
sending private utility usage data from a utility service customer or member to a public 
service utility provider, municipality or cooperative association by way of RF/MW 
communication. This includes one-way or two-way RF/MW transmitting or non-
transmitting utility meters. Common digital meter names include, but are not limited to, 
AMR, ERT, "Smart," AMI, LAN, Network, Bubble-up, Wake-up, Power Line Carrier 
(PLC) and non-transmitting digital "Opt-out". 
 
 



 
 
 
Purpose: 
 
Utility service providers in New York State are installing Digital Utility Meters. The 
providers are not disclosing to utility service customers or owners that, by installing 
certain Digital Utility Meters, they may collect their customers’ private utility usage data 
and sell it to third parties without the customers’ permission. 
 
Utility service providers in Arizona, California, Florida, Georgia, Hawaii, Illinois, Maine, 
Maryland, Nevada, Oregon, South Carolina and Tennessee all offer an Analog Utility 
Meter choice. The Public Utility Commissions in Kentucky and Virginia have rejected 
two-way Digital Utility Meters. The Public Utility Commission in New Mexico has barred 
the installation of Digital Utility Meters. All of them did so based on their conclusions that 
Digital Utility Meters pose unacceptable health and fire risks, privacy violations and 
excess costs. Analog Utility Meters are readily available and utility customers in these 
states will continue to use them. The right of New York State residents to choose an 
Analog Utility Meter must be recognized.  
 
Multi-unit dwellings may have hundreds of transmitting Digital Utility Meters, exposing 
residents who live near banks of these meters to unprecedented levels of RF/MW 
radiation. New York State residents have reported becoming very ill from these 
exposures. For this reason, when one resident in a multi-unit dwelling requests an 
Analog Utility Meter, the entire building should be permitted to either retain or recover 
Analog Utility Meters in order to protect public health. 
 
Neither the New York State Public Service Commission nor utility service providers in 
New York State have tested transmitting or non-transmitting Digital Utility Meters for 
electrical fire safety or RF/MW radiation emissions. Private testing shows that Digital 
Utility Meters transmit and conduct bursts of pulsed RF/MW radiation in a sequence of 
every second to every few to 20 seconds non-stop. In addition, Digital Utility Meters are 
a fire hazard because they are not fitted with essential lightening arrestors or circuit 
breakers and they are not compatible with existing building's circuit breakers. None of 
this has been disclosed to utility service customers or owners. 
 
 
The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assembly, do enact as 
follows: 
 
Section 1. 
 
The public service law is amended by adding a new section to the law to read as 
follows: 
 



(a) Electric, gas and water utility service customers in New York State may decline, for 
any reason, to accept an Digital Utility Meter or may have their utility service remove a 
previously installed Digital Utility Meter and replaced with an Analog Utility Meter at no 
cost and with no explanation required.  
 
(b) If one utility service customer in a multi-unit dwelling chooses not to have an Digital 
Utility Meter, no Digital Utility Meters may be installed in that dwelling and Analog Utility 
Meters will either remain or be installed in place of Digital Utility Meters.  
 
(c) An electric, water or gas utility service provider that has deployed Digital Utility 
Meters shall include in the monthly bill it supplies to each utility service customer a 
notice that contains the following information: 

 
• A statement that the utility service customer may choose a different meter type, 

including an Analog Utility Meter, at no cost 
• A statement that, by using Digital Utility Meters, utility service providers may, and 

in certain instances are, collecting private utility usage data from utility service 
customers and selling that data to third parties  

• An opt-in form, to be signed by the utility service customer or property owner, 
that gives a utility service provider permission to collect the customer's private 
utility usage data and to sell it to third parties  

• If the customer has an Digital Utility Meter, a statement as to whether the meter 
has been tested for electrical fire safety and is Underwriters Laboratory (UL) 
approved 

• The exact levels and intervals of pulsed RF/MW radiation emissions transmitted 
from each type of utility meter and the distance that those RF/MW radiation 
signals can travel to be read by the utility service provider, and 

• A statement that RF/MW radiation is a Class 2B possible carcinogen and that the 
recent U.S. Government National Toxicology Program study shows that RF/MW 
radiation can cause cancer and DNA damage.  

 
(d) If an electric, gas or water utility service customer in New York State or the owner of 
property where an Digital Utility Meter is installed asks a utility service provider to 
remove an Digital Utility Meter, the utility service provider: 
 

• shall promptly, with no questions asked, remove such meter and replace it with 
an Analog Utility Meter 

• may not charge the customer or property owner for removing or replacing such 
meter, and 

• may not charge the customer or property owner any costs associated with 
Analog Utility Meter service. 

 
This act shall take effect immediately. 
 
 


